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Student: Guan Chi Long, Kenny  Class: 6A
Integrating ethnic minority students into Hong Kong society

Have you ever imagined that one day nobody wants to talk to you and people stay away from you? Will you feel
depressed or frustrated? It may be difficult for us to imagine the above situation happening to ourselves, however, the
situation is what ethnic minority students have to face every day. It is important for us to help the ethnic students to
integrate into Hong Kong society. In this article, | am going to share some problems that ethnic minority students have
to face at school and the society, and | will suggest three solutions to help improve the situation.

It is clear that ethnic students face numerous obstacles at school and the society, | would like to focus on two main
problems that | have witnessed, which are problems related to education and being isolated.

First, education problem is definitely the most common problem that students of ethnic minority face. As the first
language of ethnic student is not Chinese, if it difficult for them to understand textbooks and what the teachers are
teaching in the lessons. | have an ethnic classmate who has to use a dictionary to translate every single word in the
textbooks, | asked him whether he could understand what the teacher was saying in the lesson, he just simply replied
me that he couldn't understand anything. This experience that I've witnessed may seem a bit funny to us, but for ethnic
students it is what they have to face every day. Worse still, the language barrier stopped these students from talking to

others. They are unable to explain their problems in Chinese, thus they cannot get help from other students. From what

| have witnessed at school, it is clear that ethnic students can neither understand the textbooks nor communicate with
their classmates, such obstacles hinders their learning and integration into Hong Kong society.

The second problem faced by ethnic students is discrimination. People usually labeled them as ‘dirty’, ‘unkind’ and
‘unhygienic’, some people may even see them as criminals and thieves. People have the above impression mainly
because of their stereotypes to ethnic minorities. Many Hong Kong people stay away from ethnic minorities and don't
want to talk to them. It then becomes a habit for Hong Kong people to isolate the ethnic minorities. | remember once |
saw an Indian student of my school, he is trying to help a kid who got injured in a playground. The parents of the kid,
however, shouted at my schoolmate, ‘Get your dirty hand away!" Before my schoolmate could say anything, the parents
carried the kid and left the playground. | am pretty sure this scenario happen very often in Hong Kong. It is sad to see
that ethnic minorities are discriminated in our society.

The above paragraphs have shared some problems that students of ethnic minority face at school and in the society. It

is important for us to help them integrate into Hong Kong society. | am going to share three possible solutions to help
ethnic students.

First, the government can work with schools to provided textbooks and teaching materials in different languages for
ethnic students. As | have mentioned before, language barrier is a serious problem that ethnic students face, if the
government and schools can work together to provide teaching materials in different languages, it can benefit the
ethnic students a lot. For example, Education Bureau may provide textbooks, PowerPoint slides, and handouts in
different languages, students of different ethnics can choose the language that they understand for learning. It will be
a great help to facilitate effective learning among ethnic students. They will in turn get a better result in study and be
able to receive tertiary education in Hong Kong.

Second, the non-governmental organizations can organize a fun fair for ethnic minority students and Hong Kong
students. In the fun fair, social workers can help ethnic students to communicate with local students. They can
exchange their views or customs, which enable them to know more about each other. From joining the fun fair, Hong
Kong students can understand more about the problems that ethnic students face, and correct their stereotype on
ethnic minorities. If Hong Kong students know more about the culture and customs of ethnic students and be friends
with them, they will no longer discriminate or isolate them. It is vital for Hong Kong and ethnic

I

students to develop an understanding between each other, as it can help reduce the conflicts between them and
ethnic students will not be labelled any more.

Last, schools can provide extra tutorial classes for ethnic students. Some ethnic students are willing to work hard
and want to achieve better academic performance, however, they do not have many chances to do so as the
private tutorials are conducted in Cantonese, and with expensive tuition fees. I suggest schools in Hong Kong
providing extra tutorial classes for the ethnic students who have financial problem. Without extra tutorials, it is
not easy for ethnic students who have education problems to make improvements in their study.

1 hope that this article can help more people understand the problems that ethnic minority students face at school

and in our society, and the mentioned parties would consider my suggestions. The situation of ethnic minorities
can be improved with the efforts of every one of us.

Subject of the Month - Geography (Sep)

Everyone enjoyed learning Geography with the mini games designed by our EngCaps.

Subject of the Month - Mathematics (Oct)

Many students came to EngCafe to engage in different counters of math games. It's fun to learn math
in English!

Halloween Haunted Café (Oct)

EngCap monsters and our participating students had a thrilling and fun afternoon with the VR glasses at
our Haunted Cafe!




